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Mixx. x. 16. 


Behold, I lend 3 you forth as "Ow 7 | 
the midſt of walves: be ye there ore / 
wiſe as Lad and | harmleſs. © 9s 
dove. + 1 
enen boos 231; IC Tv * ö 
_ \ 1 advice 24 a amogg le 
* "thoſe directions, which our 
1 bleſſed Lord gave his diſciples, 
when he ſent them from him 
AVpon à commiſſion in bis life- 
time here on earth. Theſe: twelve Fefus tg. 2. 
ent forth; and commanded tbem, ſaying : 5-8. 
Go not into the way of the Gentils, and into © 
"any city of the Samaritans enter ye not: But 
go rather to the loft ſheep of the houſe * 
"Iſrarl. And as ge ge, preach, ſaying : 
- The kingdom of  beaven is at hand. Hen / 
tbe fick, caſt out devils: FAG Ye have re- 
"ceived, freely give, - | o 


. 
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_—_ 4 . 1 "ny 
_— ; Tis reaſonable to conclude, chat che 
diſciples received this commiſſion with 
much pleaſure and ſatisfaction, accounting 
it a great hanour done them, and conceiv- 
ing at the ſame time fond expectations f 
honour and acceptance wherever th 
came. They wereto carry with them very 
joyful and deſirable tidings ; That the king- 
dom of heaven was at band: They were em- 
powered to confer very great benefits, and 
were required to do all Freely, without re- 
ceiving any gratuity. The limitation in 
their commiſſion could not but be a high 
recommendation of it : the good news was 
Jo be publiſned to Frust, and thengouly ; ; 
not to Genti/5,- nor to Semaritans. 
But our Lord thought not fit to diſmiſs 
ab without-ſome particular counſels and 
2 which would be of uſe to them 
-now, but eſpecially hereafter; when their 
dommiſſion ſhould receive an enlarge- 
ment, both with regard to the ſubject mat- 
ter of their meſſage, and the perſons to 
whom they were to carry it. And he judg- 
© edit needfulto give them ſome hints of a 
different reception from what they thought 
of, and ſome cautions to be upon their 
1 guard, that they might not aſſord any juſt 
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ground for miſconſtructions or injurious re- JO 


flections, nor do any thing 
tend to draw upon n 2 diſagree 
able treatment. He therefore tells them: 
Behold, I ſend you forth as ſheep in the midſt 
of wolyes. You mean well yourſelves, and 
you think well of others. But I muſt fore · 
warn you, that many, to whom you are 
going, have ſelfiſh and malicious diſpoſi- 
tions, and are ſubtle and artful. For which 
reaſon you are to be cautious and prudent : 
Be ye therefore wiſe as ſerpents, and harm- 
les as deves. Maintaining your preſent 
innocence and integrity, decline dangers 
2s mugh as poſſible, and take care not to 
ve any r ah reflection u ur 
. F Nh 2 
This advice then of our Steer to his 
diſciples will give me juſt occaſion to re- 
commend ſome rules and directions of pru- 
dent conduct and behaviour to thoſe who 
are entering upon the ſtage of action in the 
world. In doing which [ ga, take this 
"method. — 


"” 


J. 1 ſhall repreſent the nature of of pradeng 


II. I ſhall fhew the neceſlicy, rind, and 
- reaſons of prudence. III. I 


that — | 


2 
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directions concerning a prudent conduct, 

| A de- 
actions. 


I 
X 
„ — 


* ot beet he, nature of p- 

' Prudence. dence. - Ini general, it is a diſcerning and 

'Y employing be malt proper means of ob- 

2 taining thoſe ends which we propoſe toour- 

z ſelves. He ho aims at his p. advance- 

4 : ment is ot. if, he. N 2 good 

| fcheme for. that purpoſe, and then puts in 

practiſs the ſeveral parts of it with diligence 

and. adiſcretion. H the end aimed at b the 

good and welfare of others, in any parti 

cular reſpect; then prudence lyes in coking 
thoſe: methods which 58 moſt likely 
promote the adyantage of thoſe pe - 
and in doing chat in the, way, A prejudicial 
«5 ougſelyes, and moſt conſiſtent ih our 
| co. Kg. Tt 

: It is en iraportant branch of pradence to 
© | anc faults. One falſe ſtep ſometimes 
 , = --xvins, or however greatly embaraſſes and 
.x6tatds a good deſign. . Therefomagroden 
conduct depends more on great-caution and 
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Nears 


bright genius i is neceſſuriꝭ for 3 
| fine compoſition. Courage and piglen ce C 
of mind are needſul for A hazardous under- ; 
taking: But circumſpection aldie, fuch 
caution as ſecures againſt errours and faults, 5 
makes up à great part of prudent conduct, A 
by preventing many evils and ech. 
ences. 

Prudence likeiviſe ſuppoſes the main- 
taining of innocence and inte We 
may not geglect our duty to avoid danger. 
The principal wiſdom is to approve our- 
ſelves to God, and tis better to ſuffer any 
temporal evil, than incur the divine ped 


pleaſure. Thele diſciples 4 . were 


to go out and preach, « The bj 
dom of heaven is at hand. That was the 


work . alligned them by their Lord and _ * 
mi which therefore it was their duty 
to perform, and they could by no means 
decline. But they might do it in the way 
which would let expoſe them to inconve- 
niences, and was moſt likely to ſecufe ac- 
ceptance for their melſage and chemfe lves 
This i 18 prudence. * X 
We are not out 4 rtetegz of difcre- 
tion to deſert he cauſe 1 truth. But we 
ars, to eſpoiſe Ewich 2 if we can'; 
| 1 „ that 
* 0 ky 1 
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8 Counſels of Prudence: 
3 that is, maintain it in the way leſt offenſive 
to others, and leſt 3 to ourſelyes. 
. Nor have we' a right from any rules of 

, ' prudence to uſe unlawful methods to ob- 
tain our end. Our end is ſuppoled to be 
good, and the means muſt be ſo likewiſe. 


Thus far of the nature of prudence. | ws 8 | 


n II. 1 would now ſhew the "th. 
Prudence. grounds and reaſons of prudence, Theſe 


are Chiefly the bet, and ghe weak- 
neſs of men. The former is the reaſon 


which our Lord refers.to. Behold, 1 ſend, 
you forth as ſheep in the midſt of wolves: Be 


ye therefore wiſe as ſerpents. Tis upon this 
ground likewiſe, that St. Paul recommends 


rats: the practiſe of prudent. caution * See Fen 


. that ye walk circumſpef#ly, net as fools, but 
* wiſe, redeeming the time, becauſe the days 
are evil. Some men are malicious and de- 
ſigning, enemies to truth and virtue, and 

to all thar are hearty friends of either of 
them. Good men therefore are obliged 

to be upon their guard, and make uſe of 
ſome methods of defenſe and ſecurity. O- 
thers are weak and ſimple, and therefore 
able to be miſled and impoſed, upon by 

the ie of 0 ſubtle and malicious. 
e "Nay, 


Sasel. 7 Prodince.” 


flection or experience are apt to put wrong 
conſtructions upon harmleſs actions. 1 


And this leads us ſomewhat farther into 


the nature of prudence, and to obſerve a 


ken notice of, before we had obſerved 
thus ground and reaſon of it. For a great 
part of pfbdence lyes in denying ourſelves, 
ſo as to keep ſome way within the limits 
of virtue. A good man, if all about 
him were wiſe and good, might be ſecure 
in his innocence alone. It might then be 
ſufficient to mean well, and to purſue di- 
rectly the good ends he has in view, with - 


out doing any harm in the proſecution of 


them. But now, on account of the weak- 
neſs of ſome; he muſt not only be innocent, 
but he muſt alſo obviate miſconſtructions 
and miſrepreſentations. 

We may perceive this in an inſtance or 
two. Our Saviour direQs his difciples at the 
eleventh verſe of this chapter: Into what- 
ſeever city or town ye enter, enquire who 1: 


worthy, and there abide till qe go" thence. 


This is more particularly expreſſed in ano- 
B ther 


patticular, which could not be ſo well ta- 


_ 
1 if there were no bad men, yet * * 
: there would be need of a prudent behavi- SS 
dur, becauſe ſome who have not much re- 


10  Counſels of "DO 
8 ther Goſpel : In the ſame houſe remain, eat- 


u and drinking ſuch things us they give: : go 


Luke x, 4. #0? from houſe to houſe. They had not then 
in the Eaſtern countries houſes of public 


entertainment. And it was uſual for men 

of good diſpoſitions, ſuch as our Lord 
terms worthy, to entertain ſtrangers. The 
diſciples were ſent twoand two, they were 

not to make a long abode in any place, 

and would not be thought burdenſome by 

any that were worthy, or hoſpitable men. 

But our Lord charges them not to go from 
houſe to houſe, or remove from the place 
they had firſt reſorted to. This perhaps 
might be ſometimes done very reaſonably. 

But our Lord does now in a manner abſo- 
lutely reſtrain his diſciples from acting 
thus, whatever ſome others might do; 
that they might not give any the lat 
ground of ſuſpicion, or inſinuation, chat 
they were curious about their entertain- 
ment. 

It was upon this principle that the A- 
poſtle Paul went yet farther, and in ſome 
places, particularly in Greece, waved his 

right to a ſubſiſtence from thoſe he taught. 

1 Cor. ix. As he obſerves to the Corinthians : F o- 


28 thers be partakers of this power over you, are 


s, 
+4 - 
| , 
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Coinſels of Prudence. TH 
not we rather ? Nevertheleſs we have not * f 
uſed this power, but ſuffer all things, left Coy 
we ſhould hinder the goſpel of Cbriſt. Again: yer, 12. 
Though I be free from all men, yet have 1 


made myſelf ſervant to all, that I might gain 
the more. This rule he obſerved alſo at 


Theſſalonica : For ye remember, brethren, | Theft. , 
our labour and travel : for labouring night 1. 9. 
and day, becauſe we would not be chargeabhk 

unto any of you, we preached unto you the 
goſpel of God. I have now given you a 

view of the nature of prudence, and the 


reaſons of it. 


III. In the next place I am to lay down Rules of 
ſome rules and directions concerning a pru- — 
dent conduct, with regard to our words 
and actions. 

This is indeed a work of ſome niceneſs 
and delicacie, and is moſt properly reſerv- 
ed for men of diſtinguiſhed characters. 
There is likewiſe oftentimes a backward- 
nels in men to pay any deference to direc- 
tions of this kind, except they are deliver- 
ed by men of large experience, and of 
eat renown for wiſdom. For this reaſon, 

as it ſeems, Solomon in his book of Proverbs, 

containing excellent rules of virtue and 

B 2 8 
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Rules prudence, thought fit to introduce Wiſdom i 
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bherſelf proclaming her kind intentions to 


Ecc. i. 1. 


mankind, and delivering many of thoſe 


directions, that men might he the better in- 


duced to hearken to them. And when he 


vas about to publiſh ſome remarks upon 


the world, and the affairs of men in it; he 

aggrandiſes his own character, and ſets it 
off to the beſt adyantage: giving himſelf 
the title of the Preacher, or Collector; ; 
one who had been long and carefully em- 
ployed in laying up a ſtore of juſt and uſe- 
ful obſervations; and who had good op- 
portunities for that purpoſe, as he was 
King in 7 Ferufalem affirming likewiſe, that 
he had given bis heart to ſeek and to ſearch 
out by Wiſdom concerning all things that are 
done under heaven; that he had ſeen all the 
wor bs that are done under the Sun, and that 


his heart bad great experi ence in wiſe dom and 


knowledge. 
As we have before us for our guidance 


the obſervations of thoſe who ha ve been 
eminent for wiſdom, and whoſe character 


is well eſtabliſhed in the world; it may be 


preſumed, that all theſe high qualifications 
Are not now requiſite for a performance of 


This natute. And I would hope, that they, | 


for 
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for whom the following directions are . * 


chiefly intended, are already ſo wiſe, or 


ſo well diſpoſed at leſt, as to be willing to 
hearken to good counſel from any one who = 
means them well. It will be my care to 


deliver ſuch rules of prudence, as have 
been approved and recommended by thoſe 


who have had a knowledge of the world, 


and are eſteemed good judges of thankind: 


And ] ſhall generally ſypport the rules laid 
down by reaſons, which if they don't con- 
vince, the counſel oy” may be mn 15 


regarded. 

Rules of this ſort are very numerous, 
and have been often given, as many are 
in the book of Proverbs, without connec- 
tion or dependenoe on each other. I ſhall 
propoſe thoſe I mention in the following 
method : Firſt I ſhall obſerve ſome gene- 
ral rules of prudence, and then ſome par- 
ticular directions relating to buſineſs, civil 
converſation in the world, more intimate 


friendſhip and private relations ; lay. E 


uſefulneſs to others. 


I. Sea rules of 8775 
3 | 


prudence. The preſeryation - of our inte- 
fegrity in ging ſtrietly according to the 


rules 
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Prov. x. . 


ck. xti. 28. 


ch. iv. 28. 
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rules of religion and virtue will not be al- 
lowed a place among theſe rules. How- 
ever, (as has been already ſhewn) it ought 
to be ſuppoſed, Our bleſſed Lord does 
not omit the innocence of the dove, when 
he recommends the wiſdom of the ſerpent, 

I muſt therefore again deſire it may be ob- 
ſerved, that nothing I am about to ſay is 
to be underſtood as inconſiſtent with inte- 
grity ; which, though not properly a rule 
of prudence, is oftentimes of advantage, 
and is both a means of ſecurity, and adds 
weight and influence to a man's character. 
He that walketh uprightly, walketh ſurely, 
but he that perverteth his way ſhall be known, 
Again: In the way of righteouſneſs there 


ts life, and in the path way thereof there is 


no death. Moreover, the path of the juſt is 


as the ſhining light, that ſbineth more and 


more unto the Perfect day. Though virtu- 
ous and uprig - Sy ſhould for a while 
lye in obſcurity; they may ſhine hereafter 
with a greater luſtre. rea which is a- 
bove all external conſiderations and advan- 


- tages of this preſent "__ virtue is of the 


| higheſt i importance to 


inward peace of 


the mind, and our everlaſting happineſs in 


the world to come. Suppoſing then a ſtrict 
regard 
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regard to uprightneſs of heart, and inno- — 
CO 


cence of behaviour; 


(I.) The firſt rule of prudence I hy 
down is this ; that we ſhould endeavour to 2 24h 4 
know ourſelves. He that knows not him- jk f 5 | 
ſelf may undertake deſigns he is not fit for, ated 
and can never accompliſh, in which he - a = & 
muſt therefore neceſſarily meet with diſap- 9 7 
pointment. Nor can any man have com- 
fort and ſatisfaction in an * chat 
is unſuitable to his temper. 

Beſide a knowledge of our own genius, 
temper and inclination ; it is needful, that 
we ſhould be alſo poſſeſſed of a juſt idea of 
our outward circumſtance and condition, 

2 the relation we bear to perſons about 

It is one branch of prudence for a man 
to lin agreeably to his own particular 
character. If he miſtakes that, he will 
be guilty of many improprieties. But a 
juſt diſcernment of our own circumſtances, 
and of our relation to other men, will make 
way for an agreeable and acceptable de- 
portment. 

The knowledge of yourſelves will pre- 
vent conceit on the one hand, and meaneſs 
of ſpirit and conduct on the other. You 
will teadily act wi th 5 modeſt aſſurance, 

which 


22 of Privdches. 
which becomes your birth, eſtate, age, 


ES 
Prudence. ſtation, abilities, skill and other advan- 


tages, without departing from your juſt 
right, or aſſuming more than ought to be 
reaſonably allowed you. 

(2.) Endeavour to know other men. 15 
s a point of charity to hope the beſt of 
every man, and of prudence to fear the 
worſt. Not that theſe are inconſiſtent. It 
would be to miſrepreſent a Chriſtian virtue 
extremely to ſuppoſe, that it obliged us 
to truſt men without any knowledge of 
them. We are to hope and ſuppoſe of 
eyery man, that he is good and honeſt, 
till we have ſome proof to the eontrarie. 
This is the judgement of charity. But we 
are not bound to employ men, or confide 
in them, till we have ſome poſitive evi- 
dences of their honeſty and capacity for the 
truſt we would commit to them, or the 
work in which we would employ them. 

Some men are unreaſonably ſuſpicious 
and jealous. Becauſe they are bad them-_ 
ſelves, or becauſe they have had dealings 
with ſome that are fo, they have Ib 
a notion that all men are falſe and unfaith- 
fal. This is a wicked extreme. They 


who are in it are fitly puniſhed for ſo diſ- 
ad vantageous 


'; L 
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advant and unjuſt an opinion of their 777 et 
fellow-creatures. Such muſt needs become — 
contemptible themſelves. They may be 

ſafe, but they can never make any figure 

in ſociety; it being, I ſuppoſe, impoſſible 

for one man alone to carry on any impor- 

tant deſigu or do any thing conſiderable 

in any buſineſs or profeſſion. There is 
therefore a ! of mutual confidence 


among men. 
On the other hand, ſome good men are 


apt to think, chat all id men are ſo. 
This is oftentimes the ſentiment likewiſe of 
the young and unexperienced. And in- 
deed it maſt be ſome uneaſineſs to thoſe 
who are innocent. and undefigning them- 
ſelves, to ſuſpect other men, or to with- 
hold truſt and confidence from them. But 
however kind and favourable their appre- 
henſions and inclinations may be, it would 
certainly be imprudent to truſt to all ap- 
ces, andgive credit to every pretenſe. 
The counſel in the text is given by our 
Lord to his honeſt well-meaning diſciples, 
becanſe he knew there were men in the 
world of bad diſpoſitions, more than theſe 
unexperienced difeiples' were aware of: 
DBebold, I ſend you forth as ſheegi in the midſt 
er C 0 
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18 Counſels of Prudence. 
= 2 al of wolves: be ye therefore wiſe as ſerpents. 
| Prod. Solomon has an obſervation to this pur- 
poſe: The fimple believeth every word ; but 
| Prov. xiv. the prudent looketh well to his goings. The 
15. 
confidence placed in men ought ta be pro- 
portioned to the evidences of their faithful- 
neſs and capacity. If any act otherwiſe, 
there isdanger of ſhame and diſappointment. 
It muſt therefore be of great advantage in 
life to be able to form a true judgement of 
men. 2 
The knowledge of men, the skill of diſ- 
cerning their talents and diſpoſitions, will 
be of uſe not only in buſineſs, but alſo in 
civil converſation, in the choice of friend- 
ſhips and relations, in deſigns of uſefulneſs, 
and indeed in every occaſion and occur- 
rence of life. You will thereby know, 
whom to truſt with ſafety, whom to be 
free and open with in converſation, whoſe 
favour it is your intereſt to ſeek, on whom 
you can beſtow your favours and ſervices. 
with a likely proſpect of doing ſome good, 
or with hopes of grateful returns, if ever 
| you ſhould want them. 8 
b (3. ) Watch, and embrace opportunities. 
This is a rule, which ought to be obſerved 


3 | with regard to our words and actions. 
Tbere 
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There is a fende for every thing; and every Fo * 
thing is beautiful in it's ſeaſon. There is @ Prudence, 
time to fpeak, and a time to keep ſilence, 
lays Solomon. A word ſpoken in due ſeaſon, ,, gs 
how good is it? A word fitly ſpoken is like Pro xv. 
apples of gold in pictures of ſilver. 4 T- 

In all affairs there are ſome ſpecial op- 
portunities, which it is a point of wiſdom 
to emprove. He that gathers in ſummer is ob. x 5 
a wiſe ſon. But he that fleepeth in barveſt 
is a ſon that cauſeth ſhame. Some oppor- | 
tunities, like that here mentioned by So- 
- Jomon, are obvious to all. And it muft 
be groſs ſtupidity not to know them, and 
incorrigible floth to negle& them. But 
there are ſome" opportunities, which will 
be obſerved and taken by none but thoſe 
who are diſcerning and attentive. Every. - 
one can ſee an opportunity, when it is paſt : 
but he only who is wiſe, ſees it before- 
hand, or perceives and embraces it when * 
preſent. 

(4-) Adviſe with thoſe who are able to 
give you good counſel. Mitbout counſel Prov. 3 
purpoſes are diſappointed, but in the multi- K 
tude of counſellors they are eftabliſhed. At 
leſt, in all important and difficult caſes cal! 
in the aid of ſome friends, Every purpoſe ch. xx. 18. 
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is eftabliſhed by counſel, and with good advice 
make war. It is great preſumption in any 


man to be ſelf-ſufficient, and to ſuppoſe, 


that in all caſes he can act well by his own 


skill alone. 


Prov. xii. 
15. 


As counſel ought to be asked, ſo there 
ſhould be a diſpoſition to hearken to it; or 
at leſt, to weigh well the reaſons that are 
brought for or againſt any deſign. The 
way of a fool is right in bis own eyes: but 
be that hearkens unto counſel js wiſe. 


But yet there is need of ſome diſcretion 


in the choice of counſellors. They ſhould 
be uſually the aged and experienced; al- 
ways, if poſſible, ſuch. as are ſincere and 
diſintereſted. I ſcarce need therefore to 
caution you againſt advifing with your 


rivals and competitors. If you are ſo hap- 


py as to have parents, to whom you can 
have recourſe, you muſt be in the right 
to conſult with them in affairs of moment. 
If you have not this advantage, however 
recollect the advices they have giyen you. 
Perhaps they have left with you ſome 
counſels of prudence, as well as of virtue. 
When you are forming deſigns inconſiſt- 
ent with their counſels, give ſuch deſigns 


a a ſecond conſideration, before you take a 


final 


Counſels Prudence. 


| as 
final reſolution. This may be reckoned 2 -- 


point of wiſdom, as well as a piece bf re- Prudence: 


ſpect due to thoſe who heartily wiſhed IE WY 


welfare. 


After them adviſe with, and 1 * 


to thoſe who are moſt like them in a fincere 
and unaffected concern for your true inte- 
reſt. But if any whom you conſult, al- 
ways adviſe according to your own inclina- 
tions, you may be aſſured they are not 
your friends. It is not your intereſt they 
conſult, but their own. So likewiſe, if 
any, of whom you honeſtly ask advice, 
with an intention to be informed and guid- 
ed by them, are ſhy and reſerved, though 
at other times, and upon other occaſions, 
they are open ene, you ſhould. * 
ber not to go to them again. It is not 
worth the while to reveal your dag. ts to 


ſuch. It can be of no advantage, and 
may be attended with ſome inconveni- 
ences, : 

(.) Reſtrain and govern your affections. 
This is of great importance to the Prudent 
conduct of life. In all debates he who is 


*”. 


calm and compoſed, as all are ſenſible, 


has a vaſt advantage over a heated adyer- 


ary, But T mean not the reſtraint of an- 
ger 


22 
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ger only, or reſentment upon a provoca- 
tion; but a ſteady government of all the 
paſſions, and a calm and compoſed temper 


of mind in all occurrences. He who is 


Prov xxi. 


oyerſet by a croſs accident, is loſt beyond 
redreſs, and can never get out of a difficul- 
fy, though there ſtill remain ſeveral ways 
of eſcape and ms” 

Avoid too great eagerneſs for any earth- 
ly thing. Men of violent inclinations are 
immediately for action. T hey have no 
ſooner thought of a thing, but they muſt 


have it. They are at once paſſed the ftate 


of deliberation within themſelves, and of 
conſultation with others. Men who are 
extremely eager for gain and riches, are 
not always the moſt ſucceſsful, They 
precipitate all their meaſures. They can 
never have an opportunity, becauſe they 
can't wait till it offers. Such uſually run 
deſperate hazards, and accordingly meet 
with great loſſes. Solomon, who has fo 


often f poken of the benefit of diligence, 
does nevertheleſs diſcourage eagerneſs of 


ſpirit and action, as ruinous and deſtructiye. 
The thoughts of the diligent, ſays he, tend 
only to plenteouſneſs : but of every one that is 


Bally, only to want. 
* Then, 
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Then, the men of haſty ſpirit often Rater of 
plunge themſelves into great difficulties; Prudence. 
which no after thought of their own, nor SYS 
kind aſſiſtance of their friends can extricate 
them out of. What Solomen lays of men F 
ſubje&t to intemperate anger is very likely 1 
to be the caſe of all who have any other "IIA 44 
ungoverned paſſion : A man of great wrath 19. "_ * 
ſhall ſuffer puniſhment : : for, if thou deliver 
| him, yet thou muſ# do it again. If you help 
them out of one trouble, yet they will 
ſoon run themſelves into ſome other. And 
in another place the ſame wiſe man has gi- 
ven a lively image of the defenſeleſs and 
deplorable condition of thoſe who are un- 
der the government of violent paſſions : 
He that has no rule over his own ſpirit, is Prov.xxv. 
like a city that i 15 broken down, and without - _ 
walls. | 
Ic ſeems to be for this reaſon, that men 
of leſſer abilities do often ſucceed better in 
buſineſs, and indeed in ſome important af- 
fairs, than the more acute and penetrating. 
They have ſſow capacities, but they are 
abundantly recompenſed by the coolneſs 
of their paſſions. They move on a ſteady, 
even pace, without flips or falls; till at 
length, to the ſurpriſe of all who were not 


73 Counſels fP Pr, 
25 very diſcerning indeed, they ey diſtance any 


les of 


Prudence. who ſer out with moch more life and di. | 
e. 
TFheſe are general rules of prodetcs. 
They need not to be mentioned again. 
But they ought to be obſerved upon every 
particular occafion, and will be of uſe i in | 
all the affairs and actions of life that re- 
Jes N conduct and none, N 
Particular F II. 1 am now to ly down. ſome 
rudence, particular rules of prudence concerning ſe - 
veral branches of conduct, and divers cir- 
cumſtances of life. They will concern 
theſe four points; buſineſs, civil converſa- 
tion, more intimate friendſhips and rela- 
tions, and uſefulneſs to others. pet 
Bafa. (.) Of buſineſs. I may not preſume to | 
give many directions relating to this mat- 
But T'apprehend it to be a point of 
. prudence, for a man to endeavour 
to be fully maſter of his employment. He 
who is skillfal in his calling, and diligent- | 
ly attends to it, and is punctual to his pro- 
miſes and engagements, can ſeldom fail of 
encouragement. Theſe may be generally 
reckoned ſurer means of ſucceſs, than a 
large acquaintance, addreſs, importunity, 
| 5 


* 
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bor any other ſuch like arts of. procuring wn 


the dealings of men: though thele need 
not be entirely neglected, and may be of 
uſe, if chey are not too much depended 
on. + Intereſt is a prevailing principle, 
and that will diſpoſe men to be concerned 
with, and employ thoſe who are skilful, 

diligent, and punctual. 

Tis alſo eſteemed a point of prodence 
for men to abide in the employment, to 
which 'they have been educated, and in 
which they have once engaged; unleſs 
there be ſome great and particular incon- 
venience attending it, or ſome ſtrong and 
pecolir inducement to another. 

Bat by no means hearken to the ben 
of thoſe, WhO would draw you off from 
all employment. Some there are in the 
world, men of ſpr ghtly and aſpiring fan- 


ſies, (as they would be thought) who would 


perſwade you, that buſineſs is below the 
dignity of rational beings; or however, of 
all who would ſhine and be diſtinguiſhed. 
You will be juſtified by Solomon in throws 


ing contempt on ſuch imaginations: Ile Prov. xii. 
that is deſpiſed, and has a ſervant, is bets * 


ter than he that honoureth himſelf, aud Jack- 


erh bread. Again, He that tilleth bis land; Ver-11, 


D ſhall 


| 

- 
ro 

| | 
| 

— i 

| | 

| 
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Bahn. ſhall have plenty of bread, but he that fol. 


Converſa- 
tion. 


loweth vain perſons ſhall bave poverty enough. 
(2.) The next thing concerning which 
I would give ſome. directions is civil con- 
verſation. In general; endeavour to act 
according to your own character, and 
maintain that ſuitably to the perſons you 
meet with, of different abi lities, princi- 
ples and circumſtances. 
Fe is happy in the art of converſation, 
who can preſerve a mean; without being 
light, or formal; neither too reſerved, 
nor too open. Reſervedneſs is diſagreeable 
and offenfive ; too great openeſs, in mixed 
company, with which yon are not well 
acquainted, is often attended with dange- 
rous conſequences. It may be a good rule 
for every man, to guard eſpecially againſt 
that extreme, which he is moſt liable to 
fall into; by which he is in the greateſt 
danger of expoſing himſelf, or offending 
others. Which is the worſt extreme, may 
not be eaſy to determine. But I think, if 
we will take the judgement of So/omon, too 
great openeſs muſt be the moſt inconſiſtent 
with prudence. For filence is with him a 
mark of wiſdom, and there is ſcarce any 


one thing he has oftener ab 
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chan the government of the tongue, nor e. 
any thing he has more plainly, and more 
frequently condemned, than talkativeneſs. 
I ſhall remind you of ſome of his ſayings 
upon this argument. In the multitude of Pro. x. 19. 
words there wanteth not fin. But he that 
refraineth bis lips is wiſe. He that hath cb. ao 
knowledge, ſpareth his words: even a fool, — 
when he holdeth his peace, is counted wiſe, 
and he that ſhutteth his lips, is eſteemed a 
man of underflanding. The tongue of the cb. xv. 2- 
wiſe uſeth knowl:dge aright. But the 
mouth of fools poureth out fooliſhneſs. A ch. xxix. 
fool uttereth all his mind, but a wiſe 8 
keepeth it in till afterwards. Wiſdom reſt- _— xiv, 
eth in the heart of him that has underfland-*” ** 
ing : but that which is in the midſt of fools 
is made known. He that heepeth his mouth, ch. xiii. 3. 
keepeth his life : but be that openeth wide 
hit mouth, ſhall have deſtruction. Eſpecial- 
ly, be cautious of what you ſay of others; 1 
and be not too forward in giving charac- 
ters, either by way of praiſe or diſpraiſe. | 

The only end of converſation is not to 
entertain, or inſtruct others. You are 
likewiſe to aim at your own emprovement» 
and the encreaſe of your preſent ſtock of 
learning and knowledge, Nor is it ne- 
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Comerſe- ceffarie, in order to be agreeable, that you 


tion. 


ſhould entertain the company with diſ- 


James i. 
19. 


Rom. xii. 
18. 


Luke vi. 
26. 


courſe. Yon may as much oblige ſome 
men by patient attention to what they ſay, 


as by producing juſt and new obſervations 


of your own. For young perſons parti- 
cularly, filence and modeſtie muſt be ad- 
vantageous qualities in converſation. St. 
James precept is general: Let every man 
be fwift to hear, ſlow to ſpeak: And if at- 
tended to, would leſſen the multitude of 
ſome mens words, very much to their own 
benefit, and the emproyement of ſociety. 
Another rule of prudence; relating to 
this matter, which is alſo a point of duty, 
is: I poſſible, live peaceably with all men. 
Do not needleſsly offend, or diſoblige any. 
A reſolution to pleaſe men at all 3 
tures, amidſt the preſent variety of ſenti- 
ments and affections in the world, would 
engage us, at ſeaſons, to deſert che cauſe 
of truth, liberty and virtue, And there- 
fore our Lord has juſtly pronounced a woe 


upon thoſe who are univerſally applaud- 


ed, ſaying : Hoe unto you, when all men 


ſhall ſpeak well of you. Such a reputation 


is rarely to be obtained without a baſe and 


El iminal indifference for fome things very 
valuable 


= A 
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valuable and important to the general in- Conver/a- 


tion. 


cereſts of mankind. However, do not de- 


a- 


ſpiſe any man, though ever ſo mean. 


lice and hatred are active principles. And. 


as has been oſten obſerved: One enemie may 


do you more miſchief, than many friends 
can do you good. Nor is there any man ſo 


mean, or ſo feeble, but he may ſome time 
have an opportunity of doing you much 
good, or much harm. 

Lou are not to be afraid of men, nor 


too ſollicitous to pleaſe them, nor to ſtoop 


to flattery or meanels to gain their favour, 
Theſe are methods neither very virtuous, 
nor very prudent, For they ſeldom pro- 


cure laſting eſteem or affection. If you 


gain mens favour by flattery, you can keep 
it no longer than you are willing to be 
their ſlaves or their tools. But you may 
endeavour by eaſie civilities, and real ſer- 
vices to oblige and gain all you can. This 
we may do, this we ought to do, accord- 


ing to the rules of chriſtianity, good breed- 


ing and prudence. 


. Chooſe, as near as may be, the conver- 


ſation of thoſe who are wiſer and more ex- 


perienced than yourſelves, . Avoid the 


"_—_ of thole, who indulge intempe- 


rats 


3 


ab  - Crfel/ of Prideive. 
+ aj rate mirth, and negle& the rules of de- 
a” from whom you can expect no be- 
nefif, and from whom you are in danger 
of receiving a taint to your virtue, or a 
Prov. xii. blot to your reputation. He that walketh 
— with wiſe Perſons, ſaith Solomon, Dall be 
Wiſe, but a companion of faols ball be de- 
__ frroyed. by 
Friedbip. (3.) In the third place I ſhall mention 
ſome obſervations concerning more inti- 
mate friendſhips and private relations. It 
is 2 rule to chooſe friends among acquain- 
tance, and not to enter into intimacie with 
thoſe of whom you have had no trial, be- 
cauſe a falſe friend is the ' moſt dangerous 
enemie. Solomon has a direction rela- 
Proxxviii. ting to this point: Thine own friend, 
10. and thy father's friend forſake not. The 
meaning is not, that we ſhould not deſert 
ſuch, or refuſe to aſſiſt them when they 
are in diſtreſs : but it is a rule of prudence, 
to chooſe for friends, or to apply to thoſe, 
when we are in any trouble or difficulty, 
<P whoſe ſincerity and faithfulneſs have been 
tried and experienced. | 4; 
In the choice of friends it may be pri 
dent to have ſome regard to equality of 
age, as well as circumſtance, and to an 
ne agreement 
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agreement of ſentiments and diſpoſitions. Friendtnp. 


lf you are to avoid the converſation of 
che openly vicious, (as was before obſerved) 
you are to make friendſhip only wich men 
of known and approved virtue. Let thoſe 


*r 
. 
* 


be your friends whom God himſelf loves ; 


the ' meek, the humble, the eable 


who abhor ſtrife and contention. Solomon's 


caution againſt familiarity with men of a 
contrary diſpoſition is delivered with ſome 


peculiar concern and earneſtneſs: Make no prov. xx 
friendſhip, ſays he, with an angry man, | 


. 


2625. 


and with a furious man thou ſhalt not go; 


left thou learn bis ways, and get a nagt 
thy ſoul. You may likewiſe conſider, Mhe- 


* 


cher they ſhew a good economy in their 


on affairs: what has hitherto been their 


behaviour among their friends and ac: 


quaintance: what proofs they have given 
of fidelity, diſcretion, candour, generoſi- 
ty. The more good properties meet in 

your friend, the more entire and comfor- 
table will be your friendſhip, and the more 


likely is it to be durable. Happy is the 


man, * 2 has a few friends; true, diſ- 


creet, generous. - - But to ts A into inti- 


micie. men deſtitute of all good qualities, 


| who neither have faithfulneſs nor genero- 


ry 
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dt to ſtand by you in diſtreſſes and af- 
flictions, nor. wiſdom to direct you it diffi- 

culties, would be only to encreaſe the 
troubles and vexations of life, without 
abating any of them, or making proviſion 

for a perplexed and difficult circumſtance. 
Solomon, who was ſenſible of the bleſ- 

ſing of a true friend, and has deſcribed 

the advantages and the offices of friendſhip, 
has alſo ſtrongly repreſented the diſap- 
pPiointment and vexation of miſplaced con- 
255 vi fidence: A friend Joveth at all times, and a 
Eciieſ. iv. brother is born for adverſity. Two are better 
9, 10, 11; than one, becauſe they have a good reward 
For their labour. For if they fall, the one 

wilt lift up his fellow : but woe to him that 

Is alone when he falleth : for he has not ano- 

« Ther to help bim up. Again, if two lie to- 
gether, then they have beat: but how can 

one be warm alone? And if one prevail a- 
gain him, two ſhall withſtand bim; and a 
threefold cord is not eafily broken. But then 

he has obſerved likewiſe by way of caution 

Prov. xxv. and admonition: Confidence in an unfaith- 
25 ful man in time of trouble is like” a broken 8 
tooth, and a foot out of joint. | 

When you have adopted any into n 


macie and friendſhip, they are in à great 
meaſure 
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ure upon a level with relations. ih. 
12 ſomewhat, [ ſhall ſpeak” «© 8 
oſ chem 755 to avoid prolixity. 

There axe here, two things principally 
to be aimed at.: one is, that friendſhips 
and alliances be preſer ved without ope en 
ruptures: che other is, that whilſt chere | 
remains an outward ſhew of friendſhip, or SS 
alliances ſubſiſt, there may be z real bat 
monie, and 2 mutual exchange of affections dakar. 
and ſervices. - Fi. 

In the firſt place, it is of great impor- 
tance, that friendſhips and alliances, oncde 
contracted, ſniould be preſerved,” without >” 
open ruptures. For, though you have 
right on your ſide; yet breaches between 
friends, or 3 are ſeldom without 
ſeandal to both parties. But if you eſcape 
that, you will not avoid all uneaſineſs in 
yourſelyes A diſtant ſtrangeneſs, or open 
variance after mutual endearments, will 
be grie vous to men of kind and generous 
diſpoũtions. The other end is the preſer- 
vation of a real barmonie. 

In order to fecure both theſe ends — - 
chings are of great uſe. Tis an obſerya- 
tion of Solomon relating to chis point: A Pro. vin. 
man that has friends muſt ſhew himſelf * 
fs... Vou muſt not admit a ſelfiſh 

E temper. 
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— temper. Tou are to be concerned for 
our friend's intereſt, as Well as your own. 

As perfection is not to be found on earth, 

you are to be prepared and diſpoſed to 
overlook ſome faults. Tou are not to 
know every thing which you ſee or hear. 


Prov. xvii He that covereth a tranſgreſſion ſeeketh love; 


” but he that repeateth a matter, Separateth 

b Ver. friend. A fools wrath is preſently 
known : but a prudent man covereth ſhame. 
If any difference happen, drop it again as 

. ſoon as you recover your temper. The be- 

ch, xvii. 

14. ginning of ſtrife is as when one lettetb out 


water : therefore leave off content ion, before 
it be meddled with. Tou are not to break 


with a friend for a ſmall matter. $9558 
The better to ſecure the laſting love and 


good will of your friends, aim not barely 
at the preſervation of a real affection for 
them, and the performance of real ſervices, 
but conſult likewiſe the manner of per- 
forming benefits. You think this worthy 
of your regard in order to gain a friend- 
ſhip: Why ſhould you not alſo for Pretery- 


ing, or cheriſhing it ? | 
Indeed, all good offices ſhould be done 


in an obliging manner. And friendly actions 
are to be emproved by friendly words. 


There i is a polite piece of advice in the 
| | book 


ch. xii. 1 
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book of Eccleſiaſticus : My ſon, blemi/h not SY, 
thy, good deeds; neither uſe uncomfortable 25 
words, when thou giveſt any thing. Shall 15,16, 1, 
not the dew aſſwage the beat? So is @ word 
better than a gift. Lo, is not a word better 
than a gift? But both are with a gracious 


goodneſs and 


Treſpaſs not too far an the 
affection of the kindeſt and . moſt loving 
friend or relative by too frequent contra- 
ditions, eſpecially in matters of ſmall mo- 
ment; or by too keen, or too frequent | 
jeſts, or by any ſeeming neglect, or a rude 
familiarity : but whilft you uſe the openels, 
freedom and confidence of a frignd ; oblige 
yourſelves. to the ſame, or very near the 
ſame outward forms of civility and reſpect 
with which you receive a ſtranger. This 
muſt be of ſome importance, 1 few 
men can perſwade themſelves, that they 
are really beloved, when they ſeem to be- 
deſpiſed. tot 

(4) The laſt thing to be ſpoken to is Ma 
uſefulneſs to others. Though I am giving 
rules and directions chiefly to young peo- 
ple, who are but ſetting out in the world; 
yet I think it not proper /to omit entirely 
this matter, there being few. good and in- 


nocent perſons, however young, but have 
| E 2 
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Of: alſo 3 generoſity ; and they are apt to 


Xs 
4 


ve forming deſigns of uſefulneſs to other 
men, as well as of adyancement for them- 


ſelyes. 
 -» - ere are two en ber of uſefulneſs; 


one concerning the intereſt of civil lociery, 
the other the intereſt of truth and religion: 
or the temporal, and the N good 


and welfare Tok men. 
One branch of oſefulneſs is ſerving the 


intereſt of civil ſociety. For this every 
man may be e having. . - 
carefully informed himſelf about 

that he may make a true judgement 3 
in it conſiſta + You ſhould maniſeſt a ſteady 
regard to the public welfare upon every 
occaſion that requires your aſſiſtance: ſhew- 
ing, that you are not to be impoſed upon 
by falſe pretenſes, and that your integrity 
is inviolable: That you will not for a lit- 
tle preſent profit, nor for all your own Per. 
ſonal ſhare in the world, ſell, or 


ſtzhe welfare of the Public and of mankind 


in general. If you maintain this ſteadineſs 
in the way ſuitable to your ſtation, it will 
procure you weight and influence. I ſup- 
poſe this may be more adviſable, than to 
imitate thoſe, Who out of a; forward zeal 
ſüor the public have been ſo far tranſport- 
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ed as to-leaye their proper ſtation, and foggy 


upon reforming the world, hoping to root 
out at once all abuſes and corruptions. 
From ſome things that have already hap- 
pened in the world, in almoſt every age 
and part of it, one may ſafely foretell, what 
will be the iſſue of ſuch an undertaking: 
You will be baffled, and then deſpiſed. 
Poſſibly, Solomon has an eye to ſuch attempts 


as theſe,” when he ſays: Be not "righteous" Ece. vii, 


over-muth, neither mate thyſelf ce. u 
why ſhouldff thou deſtroy thyſelf 2 e (+ 
Ir is a regular and becoming deportment 
in a man's own proper ſtation, which is 
mol Likely to give him weight and autho- 
Go on therefore by a juſt diſcharge 
of all the duties of your condition, to lay | 
up a ſtock of reputation and influence. To 
do this will'be great prudence, and to em. | 
prove it, as occaſions offer, or to haz 
and lay i it all out for the good of the pub- | 
lic, ina caſe of emergence, will be bam 
prodert "nd . rev: 


Tio 


The other branch & bebe is pro- 

moting.the intereſt of truth and religion. 
There are three or four rules to be obſerv- 
ed here, which may be collected from ſome 
Ketliods, and the n our bleſſed 
Lord 
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Uſfain/:. Lord and hisapoſtles. Caſt not your pearls 
beſore ſwine: If they perſecute you in one 
city, flee into another: Inſtruct men, as 

they are able to bear it: Uſe mildneſs of 
ſpeech, and meekneſs of behaviour. 
- Theſe rules partly regard our own ſafe- 
ty, and partly the beſt way of obtaining 
the end aimed at. For, as every good man 
ought to have a zeal for the happineſs of 
others, and particularly for promoting 
truth and virtue; ſo it is a point of prudence 
to purſue ſuch good ends in the uſe of thoſe 
means, which are moſt likely to obtain 

them, and with as little danger or . 

to ourſelyes as may be. 

The fHiſ is a rule delivered by our Sa- 
Matth. vii. viour: Give not that ubicb is holy. unto the 
a deg's, neither caſt ye your pearls before ſwine, 

left they trample them under their feet, and 

turn again and rent you. There is a rule of 


ER ©, 15 import in the Proverbs : Speak not in 


9 ear of q fool: for be will deſpiſe the 
— of thy words. This too is partly the 
deſign of that direction which St. Pau] gives 

to Timothy: Deſcribing ſome men, that 

2 Tim i they had a form of Godlingſe, denying the 
5 power of it ; from ſuch, ſays he, turn away. 

| Leave them, as men whom you have no 
* of * any good to. Our Lord 
Ps himſelf 
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 himfelfobſerved this rule, for he rately ad- non 


dreſſed directly to the Phariſees, but rather 
taught the people. And his diſciples af- 
terwards having made a tender of the Gol- 
pel to the Jews, when they . It, 
went from them to the Gentils. | 
The true character of thoſe men who 46. 
are not the ſubjects of inſtruction is, that 


they truſt in chemſe ves, that they are rigbte · Lukexviii, 


ous, and. deſpiſe others. Again: Their beart * 
is, waxed groſs, and their ears are dull f 
bearing, and their eyes bave they cloſed; left 
at any time they ſhould fee with their eyes, 
and hear with their cars, and JO be con- 
verted and healed. 

Theſe are not to be inſtrufted. | Nor 
would they admit a direct addreſs and ap- 
plication to be made to them. You may 
warn others againſt them, you may weep 
oyer them, you may pray for chem, but 
you can't teach them. Tis a dangerous 
thing to offer them any ſervice to enlighten 
them. If they are not under ſome exter- 
nal reſtraints, they turn again and rent you. 
If therefore upon trial you meer with men 
of this character and diſpoſition, you are to 
retreat as well as you can. The moſt that 
ean be thought of is to wait t . a better 


opportunity. 


How ever, 
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ali, However, our bleſſed Lord gives this 
charge to his diſciples: hat I tell gu in 
Matth. x. darkneſs, thut ſpeak ye in light; and what 


** «ye hear' inthe eur, that preach ye upon the 


houſe can. Proclaim the docttine you have 

heard from me publicly where ever you 

go, and do all that lyes in your power to 

recommend it to all men. And it muſt be 

oyned, chat they who have an opportuni- 

ty of applying to great numbers of men, 

either by diſcourſe or writing, have a vaſt 

advantage; and they are bound by their 

fidelity” to Chriſt, and by all that's dear 

and ſacred in truth, religion and virtue, to 

emprove this advantage to the utmoſt of 

their ability. If they ſeatter abroad the 

principles of religion, ſome will fall upon 

good ground, whence reach be PINE z 
plentiful harveſt. 

The Second rule relating £0 dis matter 

Marth. x. is, 1f they perſecute you in one city, flee into 

23. another. You may decline the heat of mens 

rage and dif] . and reſerve yourſelves 

for better times, or for more teachable and 

better diſpoſed perſons. Of the firſt be- 

Hevers after our Lose aſcenſion tis daid * 

As viii. Aid at that time there was a great perfect- 

tion againſt the church that war at Jeruſa- 

tem, and they were all ſeattered abroad thro” 


out 
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th apoſtles. Tis likely, the apoſtles had 
ſome f. pecial directions from the Holy 
Ghoſt, not to depart from Jeruſalem, and 


they there enjoyed accordingly a ſpecial 
protection. But the reft of the believers 


left Jeruſalem for the preſent, and ſhifted 
for themſelves, as they could, in other 

Nay we afterwards find apoſtles 
alfo obſerying this rule. Peter having 
been delivered out of prifon by an angel, 
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but the ions of Judea and Samaria, except Uſefulneſs. 


after he had been put in cuſtody by Herod, Ads xii. 


departed, and went to another place. Of 


Paul and Barnabas it is related, that when 


at Iconium there was an aſſault made both dr ir, 


of the Gentils, and alſo of the Fews, to uſe > © 


them deſpitefully, tbey were aware of it, and 
ed unto Lyntra and Derbe, cities of Tycao- 
nia, and unto the region that Her round a- 
bout. 

Thirdly, teach men as they are able to 


bear i it. So did our bleffed Lord. Says 


the Evangeliſt: And with many ſuch para- Mark ir. 


bles pale he the word unto them, as they art 33 


able to hear it. So he taught the diſciples 
alſo, delivering ſome things with ſome ob- 
ſcurity, becauſe they were not able to 
bear a _ and full reyelation of them: 7 

F have 
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D bave yet many things to ſay unto you, But ye 
John. xvi. cannor bear them nom. This may be the 


12. 


fault of men, that they are not able to hear 
every truth plainly ſpoken : But yet there 
muſt be ſome compliance and condeſcen- 
tion in this reſpect. And J. brethren, ſays 


i. gt. Paul to the Corinthians, could not ſpeak 


unto you as unto ſpiritual, but as unto car- 
nal, even as unto babes in Chriſt Jeſus. I 


Have fed you with milk, and not with meat, 


for hitherto ye were not able to bear it. You 


1 Cor. ix, muſt therefore, as the apoſtles did, become 


22- 


all things to all men, that by all means you 
may ſave ſome. You are notto depart from 


your own integrity, nor your proper cha- 
racter: but ſo far as can be done conſiſtent 


with theſe, you are to ſuit your inſtructi- 

ons to mens abilities and conditions. 
Fourthly, in this work uſe great mild- 

neſs of ſpeech, and meekneſs of behaviour. 


Lou are not to provoke any that are teach- 


able by reflecting on their. want of under- 
ſtanding, not to ſuffer your zeal to dege- 
nerate into rudeneſs. It has been obſerved 


by ſome, that the apoſtles of Chriſt were 
eminent examples. of an. excellent. deco- 


rum in their diſcourſes, and in their whole 
behaviour. And among other directions 


co 
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to Timothy St. Pau] has not failed to recom- 2 
mend particularly meekneſs of behaviour, 
as the moſt likely method of reclaiming 2 
men from their errours. The ſervant of 2 "fy 
the Lord muft not ſtrive, but be gentle to all 
men, apt to teach, patient, in meekneſs in- 
firuting them that oppoſe themſelves, if God 
peradventure will give them repentance to 
the acknowledgement of the truth. That you 
may gain men to truth and virtue, apply 
the ſtrongeſt arguments to their reaſon and 
conſcience, without a contemptuous treat- 
ment of their perſons or prejudices. 

| Theſe gentle methods of reformation 
will be generally preferred by good men, 
and may be reckoned the moſt” probable 
means of conviftion: But I don't deny, 
that ſome faults and follies of men may fit- 
ly be ridiculed ; and ſome men may be re- Tiff. 
buked ſharply by proper perſons, and with ch, ii. 15. 
all authority. All which is no more than 
putting in practiſe the direction of Solo- 
mon : Anſwer a fool according to his folly, wy 28 
left he wiſe in his own conceit. . 


I have naw ſet before you ſome gene- Ce, ue 
ral rules of prudence, and ſome particu- 
lar directions concerning divers branches 
f F F 2 of 


44 
2 of conduct. But you are not to ſuppoſe, 
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chat prudence is to be arned by rules on- 
ly. It is rather a hab e 


gained by obſervation, action and experi- 


ence. Suſſer not yourſel ves to be embar- 


raſſed and perplexed with a great multi- 


tude and variety of rules, nor be over ſol- 
Iicitous above a proper decorum. For 


too great anxiety always ſpoils the perfor- 


mance, In a word, be but fully maſter of 
your on character, and poſſeſſed of an 
habitual deſire of pleaſing, together with 
a modeſt perſwaſion, that you ſhall do 
well and you will do ſo. | 
There can be no occaſion for me to add 
a particular recommendation of the ſtudie 
of prudence, having before ſhewn the ne- 
ceſlity, and the grounds and reaſons of it. 
'The Text itſelf demonſtrates the lawfulneſs 


"old expedience of prudent conduct. Nor 


can any be altogether in ſenſſble of the im- 
portance of it to ſucceſs in life. Virtue, 


learning, the knowledge of arts and ſcien- 


ces, are like diamonds, that have an in- 
trinſic value, but muſt be ſet and poliſhed, 


before they are fir for ſhow. or uſe. Tho” 


divers other natural and acquired accom- 


eher may procure affection and 
eſteem, 
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eſteem, *tis e only t chat can. pre- 
ſerve them. y 2 

I am not appreł afive of any abuſe of 
che directions here laid down. They have 
no tendence to make men ſelfiſh or cun- 
ning. They are deſigned for the young 
and unexperienced ; as likewiſe for the 
honeſt, the good-natured, and the gene- 
rous, of any age and condition. Though 
you ſhould be fimple, they who are 4 | 
figning will practiſe their arts of ſubtlety. 
and miſchief. By à prudent behaviour 
you will not encourage their evil praftiſes, 
but only ſecure yourſelves againſt. them, 
and be better qualified for ſucceſs and uſe- 
fulneſs in the world. 

Aſter all, you are not to FT) upon 
your own care and prudence, but to re- 
commend yourſelyes and your honeſt 
well-laid deſigns to the divine protection 
and bleſſing. It has been ſeen by thoſe. 

who have diligently obſerved bs coun- 
ſels and events, that the race is not to the g Eel = 

ſift, nor the battle to the ſtrong, neither 

yet bread to the wiſe, nor yet 'riches to men | 

of underſtanding, nor yet favour to men. 

of kill, but time and chance happeneth to 
them all. As all human affairs are liable 
| to 


*F >. 


Conclufiaw, _ 
at 
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0 accidents and diſaſters, a firm perſva- 
ſion, and ferious regard to the oyer-ruling 
providence of God, which is not limited 
by the preſent ſcene of things, can't but 
contribute to your happineſs, by, prepar- 
ing your mind for all events, and enabling 
you to bear afflitions and diſappointments 
with patience. 

It may likewiſe be one good IF A 
of happineſs, to admit — moderate af- 
ſections for the great things of this world. 
If you are truly religious, you may be 
content with a little, and will manage 
that well. Without a great eſtate, . by 
frugal and prudent conduct you may have 
enough for yourſelves, and your immedi- 
ate dependents, and be able to do good to 
others alſo. Happy had it been for ſome 
men, as well as for the public, if from 
the very firſt, and all their days, they 
had rather aimed to be wiſe and good, 
than rich or great! Finally, if you do 

We. good for the fake of doing good, which 
zs a noble principle; and with a view to 
future rewards, which are incom 8 | 
great, and certain: you will not be mu 
concerned, * you mall of Þrefent re- 
; wards; - 


y 
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i; which you know to be but trifles, — 
and never were your principal aim. 
May you then add to virtue prudence, 

and abound in both yet more = more; 
that you may eſcape the ſnares of the 
wicked, and the miſa pprehenſi ions of the 
weak ; may have ſucceſs in buſineſs, ac- 
ceptance with mankind, "happineſs in 
friendſhip and every private relation ; may 
be uſeful members of civil ſociety, and of 
the church of God ; may enjoy content- 
ment, and peace of mind, in all events: 
and at length obtain the diſtinguiſhed re- 
compenſes, which God, who is infinitely 
wile and holy, will beſtow upon thoſe, 
who have not only been undefiled in the Pl. ct 
way, but have Il advanced the welfare 
of their fellow-creatures, and the hongur = 
of * name in the world. 
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